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hurting because they saw how Officer
Jason Rivera was taken away from us.
A 22-year old son of Inwood was taken
away from us by gun violence when he
responded to a family dispute.

But Harlem also is hurting because
both Officers Rivera and Mora pa-
trolled the 32nd precinct in Harlem,
and they were both brutally shot and
killed in the village of Harlem.

Madam Speaker, East Harlem is
hurting because we saw how a young
woman, Kristal Bayron-Nieves, who
worked in a Burger King, was shot and
killed. Even though she gave the
money from the register to the person
that held up the Burger King at gun-
point, she was still brutally shot and
killed—19 years old.

Madam Speaker, finally, the Bronx
part of my district is also hurting be-
cause an 11-month-old child, just before
she turned 1, sat in the car with her
mother and was shot in the face. All of
this happened within two weeks of each
other.

So my district is hurting as we bury
these two young police officers, 22 and
27 years old, of Dominican heritage,
the first in their family to serve the
Police Department. So gun violence is
running rampant. And we see how
many talk about law and order, but
when it comes to gun violence, they
are still in the pocket of the NRA; and
they won’t dare challenge the NRA.

So I rise because my district is hurt-
ing. And we are supportive of Mayor
Adams’ plan of precision policing,
which has identified 700 people that
have been involved in 1,700 acts of vio-
lence involving an illegal weapon. We
understand that much more has to be
invested in ATF; so we cut off the iron
pipeline that brings weapons to the
corner of my district from South Caro-
lina, North Carolina, and Georgia. But
we also have to invest 50 million in
summer youth jobs. We have to invest
more money to have the violence inter-
rupters be part of the resolution of this
violence ripping our communities
across the country.

We must all work together to resolve
this epidemic of gun violence. We must
pass the package of gun laws that we
have here on this floor, including ghost
guns, which continue to play an in-
creased role in the death of people
across the country, circumventing
background checks and other restric-
tions that must be put in place to keep
guns away from people’s hands.

Madam Speaker, I urge my House
colleagues to join me today for a
minute of silence in the memory of Of-
ficer Rivera and Officer Mora. And in
support of their two families, we join
them, and we will always be by their
side.

Madam Speaker, I ask for a minute
of silence.

———
ONE BILLION GUN RECORDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. MILLER) for 5 minutes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, the Biden administration is
engaged in an assault on the Second
Amendment rights of law-abiding citi-
zens.

It was recently discovered that the
Biden administration has been main-
taining nearly 1 billion records on gun
sales. My colleagues and I sent a letter
to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives demanding
answers about this registry. The ATF
must be held accountable.

Federal law prohibits the Biden ad-
ministration from maintaining a data-
base of 1 billion gun records.
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What makes this more outrageous,
this unconstitutional behavior of the
Biden administration, is that, at the
same time, they are continuing to em-
power Mexican cartels, criminal car-
tels who are transporting weapons
across the border while threatening the
rights of law-abiding Americans.

Lawful gun owners are rightfully
concerned, and it is up to Congress to
investigate further. President Biden
and the Democrats want to defund the
police, take away your Second Amend-
ment right to self-defense, and then
watch as crime skyrockets across the
country, including in cities like Chi-
cago.

I will continue to stand up for our
Second Amendment. As long as I am
here in Congress, every day I will fight
for our constitutional rights, including
our Second Amendment.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. HAROLD
WILKINSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize a local hero
from the borough of Swarthmore, Dr.
Harold Wilkinson.

Last month, at the age of 95, Dr.
Wilkinson passed away peacefully in
his sleep after a long life of explo-
ration, inquiry, and service.

Hal enlisted in the Army Air Corps at
the age of 18 and served stateside
through the end of World War II. After
meeting his wife, Rosie, in medical
school, the pair settled in Swarthmore,
where he opened a family medical prac-
tice and she worked as a pediatrician
for children with developmental dis-
abilities.

For 42 years, Hal maintained his
practice, serving  generations of
Swarthmore residents. He was known
for making house calls long after it
went out of fashion, continuing his
service into his seventies.

After his wife, Rosie, passed away,
Hal was lucky enough to marry an-
other local legend, Sandy Sparrow, a
beloved former elementary school prin-
cipal with whom he continued to travel
the world.

Dr. Wilkinson was a pillar of our
community, an iconic figure who could
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be seen strolling with his friends or his
rescue dog, Dugan, until late last year.
A beloved friend to many, Hal was al-
ways interested in hearing the latest
updates from friends and neighbors and
exploring the world around him.

As the borough of Swarthmore
mourns his passing, our hearts are with
Hal’s family. We were all so lucky to
have known him.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF OCTAVIUS V. CATTO

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate a Philadelphia
hero, Octavius V. Catto.

If you come to Philadelphia, you will
see a statue of Octavius Catto on the
south side of City Hall. It is the city’s
first public statue honoring an indi-
vidual African American.

Throughout his life, Catto was an
outspoken activist for the abolition of
slavery and for equal rights for Black
Americans. During the Civil War, he
joined Frederick Douglass and other
Black leaders to recruit African Ameri-
cans to join the fight for emancipation.
After the war, Catto continued his ad-
vocacy and successfully fought to de-
segregate Philadelphia’s streetcars.

Catto was a man of many accom-
plishments. He graduated from the In-
stitute for Colored Youth, which is now
Pennsylvania-05’s own Cheyney Univer-
sity, the first HBCU in the country. He
also ran the undefeated Pythian Base-
ball Club of Philadelphia, a Negro
League baseball team that played the
first Black versus White game.

However, the most enduring part of
Catto’s legacy is his efforts to secure
the right to vote for Black Americans.
He was a champion for suffrage and
fought to ensure that no one would be
denied access to the ballot box.

Ultimately, his life’s work brought
about Catto’s untimely death. On Octo-
ber 10, 1871, the first election day that
Black men were allowed to vote in
Philadelphia, 32-year-old Catto was
shot and killed by a White mob trying
to stop the Black vote.

Octavius Catto’s life and sacrifice are
an important reminder of the impor-
tance of continuing his work and hon-
oring his legacy today to ensure that
all Americans have the freedom to vote
free from mob rule, gerrymandering,
and other efforts to silence their
voices.

——————

FOLLOWING THE CONSTITUTION
AND RULES OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 56 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I
have an article here about the Justice
Department. It says it continues to go
easy on the 2020 rioters.

These are people that destroyed gov-
ernment buildings, destroyed places of
business, yet this administration con-
tinues to not just prosecute but per-
secute people who just came into the
Capitol wrongly that should be pun-
ished. But to have people let loose im-
mediately after burning people, being
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